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Surf Life Saving Albany acknowledges all traditional custodians throughout Western
Australia and their continuing connection to the land, waters and community. We pay
our respects to all members of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island communities and

their cultures; and to Elders both past and present. 

Albany Surf Life Saving Club
PO Box 585

4 Flinders Parade, Middleton Beach
Western Australia 6330

T: 08 98413327
E: office@albanysurfclub.com.au
W: www.albanysurfclub.com.au

Affiliated with Surf Life Saving Western Australia



Albany Surf Life Saving Club sincerely
thank our generous sponsors &
supporters for their community 

spirit throughout the 2023|2024 season.

PRINCIPAL SPONSORS
Smith Thornton Accountants
Budget Car and Truck Rental

MAJOR DIVISION SPONSORS
Lifesaving | Patrol

Great Southern Specialist Centre

Nippers
Albany Community Pharmacy 777

Senior Competition
BB Minicrete & Firewood Supplies

Surf Boats
Budget Car and Truck Rental

CONTRIBUTING SPONSORS
Albany Signs

Mason Realty 
DC Design 

The Bottle-O North Road 

MEDIA PARTNER
Albany Advertiser

COMMUNITY 
John Banks

Janet and John Inglis
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APPRECIATION

COMMUNITY 
SPONSORS

John Banks
Janet and John Inglis
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2023|2024 BOARD OF MANAGEMENT

PRESIDENT
Carl Richardson

VICE PRESIDENT
Helen Marshall

ADMINISTRATION
DIRECTOR

Ainslie Western

FINANCE DIRECTOR
Blue Field

DIRECTOR
Anna Emery

BOARD APPOINTED
DIRECTOR

vacant

BOARD APPOINTED
DIRECTOR

Sarah Bowles

2023|2024 TEAM LEADERS

SURF SPORTS
Nick Walker

MEMBER SERVICES
Perdita Beebe

EDUCATION
Jeff Medcalf

LIFE SAVING
Dani Lynch

HOUSE
Vacant

EVENTS
Vacant

CLUB ADMINISTRATOR  |  Simone Klose
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2023|2024 TEAMS

Member Development
Club Chaplin

Club Newsletter
Life Members Chair
Honours & Awards

Media/Communications
Member Protection

Merchandise
Registrar
Website

Vacant
Simone Klose
Anna Emery
Anna Emery
Perdita Beebe
Anna Emery
Narelle McLean
Tara Pountney
Sarah Bowles

Education Team

Trainers and Assessors
Jeff Medcalf | Helena Stoakley | Dani Lynch

Chris Ficko | Rob Lucas | Jo Lucas
Kelly Parker | Celia Waugh | Jacky Riddell
Ken Clark | Greg Webb | Hayden Chandler

Alex Poulton | Byron Bird 
Les Paxton | Cameron Martin 
Ian Spurgeon |  Beth Hearle

Events Team
Albany Harbour Swim
New Year’s Eve Swim
Nipper Social Events
Surf Craft Challenge

Event Graphic Design

Simon Smith
Rob Mason
Jane Levett
Nick Walker
Donna Cameron Design

House Team
Bar Coordinator

Canteen Coordinator
Friday Sundowners

Maintenance
Occ Health & Safety 

Sustainability 
Venue Hire

Closed
Kerry Oakley
Vacant
Nadine Shepherd
Vacant 
Vacant 
Simone Klose
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2023|2024 TEAMS

Surf Sports Team
Team Leader

Board Captain
Boat Captain

Nipper Coordinator
Seniors Competition

Ski Captain
Youth Coordinator

Nick Walker
Greg Pepall
Jeff Medcalf
Jane Levett 
Nick Walker
Jason Bresanello
Joslyn Pass

Life Saving Team
Patrol Coordinator

First Aid Officer
IRB Captains

Motor Vehicle Officer
Radio Officer

Support Operations/ERT 
Water Safety

Dani Lynch
Helena Stoakley 
Cam Martin | Tom Bowles
Club Administrator
Richard Langston
Pat McSweeny | Greg Webb 
Hayden Chandler | Dani Lynch
(Tuesdays) Helena Stoakley 

Patrol Captains
Rob Lucas | Jo Lucas | Richard Langston | Jeff Medcalf | Chris Ficko 

Wilem Freebury | Greg Peppall | Rachel Duffield | Jim Morcom
Hayden Chandler
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PRESIDENT REPORT

Carl Richardson | Club President

Saving Lives, Developing Our People and Community (ASLSC Vision)

It has been another fantastic season at the ASLSC. Thank you to all the
volunteers, members who fill roles within the club, dedicating a lot of time and
effort for the club to successfully function and provide the level of services we
do. Thank you to our valuable sponsors for the support of the ASLSC. 

The review of ASLSC Clubs Strategic Plan has been completed. The Strategic
Plan sets out the Club’s vision, values, purpose and key pillars for the next four
years. I encourage all members to familiarise themselves with the new
Strategic Plan setting the direction and values for 2024 to 2028. Thank you to
Sarah Bowles for leading the strategic review for the ASLSC undertaken by
consultants Kim Buttfield and Christine Grogan. Thank you to all the members
who participated in the strategic review process, provided input through the
survey or meeting process. A copy of the Strategic Plan can be found further
down in the report.

Sincere thank you and appreciation of our club board members and team
leaders who fill key roles in the club dedicating considerable time, effort, and
commitment to the club to be the success that we are. The depth of
knowledge, skill and experience of the board and team leaders is invaluable.
Thank you for your significant contributions to the club. 

With funding from the State Government, Lotterywest, The City of Albany, Jack
Family Trust and ASLSC secured, the redevelopment project is well under way
with Smith’s Construction undertaking the project. A big thank you to Rob
Mason for dedicating considerable time and effort to the redevelopment
project, leading and managing the project for the ASLSC.  Thank you to the
City of Albany for the excellent project management and Architects H&H. The
redevelopment project is currently forecast to be completed in December
2024 with the move back into the club rooms planned for early 2025. We will
continue to operate out of the sea containers until the move. Stay tuned to the
RIP for updates.
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PRESIDENT REPORT

2023/2024 has been a fantastic season for our amazing club. Club membership
has remained stable at around 450 members. Congratulations to all the
competitors who competed at the Aussies, State Championships and Regional
Championships with outstanding results. Congratulations to our members
who were finalists, awards recipients at ASLSC and SLSWA awards. The ASLSC
key annual events The New Years Eve Swim, The Harbour Swim and Surf Craft
Challenge were successfully completed. Thank you to everyone involved in the
events, particularly ASLSC Water Safety, Albany Sea Rescue and Princess Royal
Sailing Club.

My two-year term as President has come to an end. Due to travel
commitments and being away for more than 50% of the season ahead, I will 
not be seeking President re-election but my commitment to the board
remains. It has been an honour and privilege to be the President of our
amazing club and surf club community. 

Thank you to the board, team leaders and members for all your support.
ASLSC is an awesome club. May our success continue into future years. 

Carl Richardson
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VICE PRESIDENT REPORT

Helen Marshall | Club Vice President

We were very lucky to have attracted a second Club Principal Sponsor this year
– Budget Albany, who have not only committed to Principal Sponsor for a
three-year period, but also agreed to be a Divisional Sponsor – Surf Boats, over
three years. 

I would like to take this opportunity to formally thank all Club Sponsors for
their support and partnership with ASLSC. I strongly encourage members to
support our sponsors as their contributions are essential to keep our Club
operating, providing equipment and programs for its members.

PRINCIPAL SPONSORS
Smith Thornton Accountants
Budget Car and Truck Rental

MAJOR DIVISION SPONSORS
Lifesaving | Patrol: Great Southern Specialist Centre

Nippers: Albany Community Pharmacy 777
Senior Competition: BB Minicrete & Firewood Supplies

Surf Boats: Budget Car and Truck Rental

CONTRIBUTING SPONSORS
Albany Signs | Mason Realty 

DC Design 
The Bottle-O North Road 

MEDIA PARTNER
Albany Advertiser

COMMUNITY 
John Banks | Janet and John Inglis
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VICE PRESIDENT REPORT

Rainbow Coast Carnival

Another great weekend was enjoyed all at the Rainbow Coast Carnival in
Bremer Bay in November. The Carnival was well organised by Esperance
Goldfields SLSC with plenty of volunteers from Albany and Denmark on hand
to fill roles and ensure the weekend went smoothly. There were over 150
competitors, including 93 from Albany! 

The weather was kind and the participants displayed the usual high level of
sportsmanship and team spirit.

A huge thank you to all of the awesome Albany SLSC volunteers for organising
and coordinating over the weekend, taking gear over and back, setting up and
packing down, acting as officials and result recorders, cooking sausages, water
safety, first aid and all of the other jobs that make this weekend happen. Thank
you! 

Congratulations to Denmark for winning the Carnival – an amazing effort.

It is my last year as Vice President, and I would like to thank my fellow Board
members for their support during my term. 
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LIFESAVING

Dani Lynch | Lifesaving Team Leader

The ASLSC season of 2023-24 had 103 patrolling members which covered 29
patrolling days. Our members totalled approximately 2500 volunteer patrol
hours. This doesn’t cover the 30 water safety sessions provided for the
Woodside Nipper and Senior Sundays or the Nipper training on Tuesdays.
There were also several public events that required our team of volunteers
for water safety, this included our Club Sponsor Swims, New Years Eve Swim,
Albany Harbour Swim, as well as the Rainbow Coast Carnival at Bremer Bay
and finally the Surf Craft Challenge. This season saw our patrol format stay
the same as the previous, as it seemed to be our most successful. We had 10
teams with an average of 10 members per team. Each team consisted of
ARTC, IRB driver and IRB crew, BM and SRC, 8 teams also had RWC drivers.
Patrol Captains were asked to identify members that they would be able to
mentor into becoming Vice Patrol Captain and hopefully future Patrol
Captains.

This season our agreement with the City of Albany was from the 02/12/23
through to the 25/02/24, all public holidays were included in the patrol dates,
due to the increased activity down at Middleton Beach. The hours for each
day that an active patrol was required down at Middleton Beach were 0800-
1400. To allow for this, the patrol roster was split between 2 teams, the
morning session was 0730-1130 and the afternoon session was 1130-1430,
each had 30mins to set up and pack down outside of the contracted time.

During the season there were 6 rescues, 4 of which were outside flags, that
had successful outcomes due to the vigilance of the patrolling teams.
However, there was unfortunately a sad outcome for a significant member
of our club with the death of a close family member, swimming on a day the
beach had been closed and outside of the patrolled area. Despite the best
efforts of club members present and SJA, the family member was unable to
be revived.
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LIFESAVING

 Thanks to the efforts of our Education team, many of our patrol members
have had the opportunity to continuously enhance their skills. This has been
particularly beneficial in filling roles such as IRB drivers and crew, and it will
boost the confidence of our members. We are a small club and many of our
younger members move on to the city and take the skills they have acquired
here with them to Perth clubs.

The annual Beach Safety Equipment Fund allows ASLSC to consistently
update and replace equipment each season, and this year was no exception.
 The constant updating and replacing of this equipment benefits all
members of our club and the general public. This year saw the purchase of
several new radios, batteries, first aid equipment, and patrol bags. ASLSC is
fortunate enough to have an ongoing and valued Patrol Sponsor, the Great
Southern Specialist Centre.  Through their continued sponsorship, members
are able to wear cold weather jackets on days when the wind is blowing
fresh into the beach. These items are much appreciated and certainly make
the patrol sessions much more comfortable. The marine environment can
be quite harsh on equipment and with this in mind, regular maintenance
and replacement of gear is essential. The club has replaced an IRB trailer,
which is currently in private storage until the season begins. We have also
sold privately an IRB with a new Hull in Perth waiting delivery to Albany. Due
to the current renovations this season, several large items were stored
privately and have been bought down to the club when required. The next
season will continue to provide logistical challenges with the club unable to
be completely utilised and patrols will start the season without the club
access. The shipping containers have been managed really well with tight
packing on each patrol and for water safety session. This is definitely a team
effort in maintaining the equipment and ensuring the “rescue ready” of our
patrols. 
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LIFESAVING

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who work on the
lifesaving team. Your energy, efforts, skill and enthusiasm is what keeps our
club going and your time as a volunteer is much appreciated. I would also
like to thank and acknowledge the Board for their on-going support during
the season. I realise we are all volunteers and the time spent behind the
scenes is just as important as those spent in the public space.
We would like to offer our condolences and ongoing support to our club
member on their sad loss. 

The following team is what ensures the season has run as smoothly as
possible, and I am very grateful to them all: 
IRB Captain: Cam Martin/Tom Bowles 
Water Safety Officer: Dani Lynch
Water Safter Officer (Tuesdays) Hayden Chandler 
First Aid: Helena Stoakley 
Radio Officer: Richard Langston 
ERT Officer: Pat McSweeny/Greg Webb 
Patrol Captain: Rob Lucas, Jo Lucas, Richard Langston, Jeff Medcalf, Chris
Ficko, Wilem Freebury, Greg Pepall, Rachel Duffield, Jim Morcom, and
Hayden Chandler.
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EDUCATION

Jeff Medcalf | Club Education Team Leader

Thank you to our Trainers and Assessors, who have continued their
commitment to this facet of club activities and for maintaining the very
highest standards of performance to our members. Congratulations to
Cameron Martin as the recipient the Education Award at our annual event this
season. Cameron takes the lead in providing well organised and delivered IRB
training and assessment to our members and to Denmark as required. This
year, Cameron and Les Paxton have also mentored Ian Spurgeon and Hayden
Chandler to being awarded their IRB Assessor and IRB Training Officer Awards
respectively.

Note, in the following table, the number of Skills Maintenance and new awards
that were supervised by our Patrol Captains and our Trainers and Assessors
throughout the season. The Community SRC (Teacher's Day) was our best on
record with 82 participants. This day wouldn't happen without the dedication
of our volunteers, and I thank all the clubbies who were on hand to make it all
work from catering, paperwork and management through to trainers on the
beach and in the water all morning.

15



EDUCATION

Award Skills Maintenance

BM 7 105

SRC 7 11

ART 0 39

IRBC 8 39

IRBD 3 22

Pain Management 0 9

Community SRC 18 64

Nipper Surf rescue 14 18

Training Officer 2 -

Assessor 1 -

A new award to keep an eye out for in the coming season is the Silver
Medallion Aquatic Rescue (SMAR) which is a higher skills award for those who
already have their BM. Greg Webb, who completed his Training Officer's
Certificate this season has also completed the training to deliver the SMAR and
we look forward to some interesting activities as things warm up after winter.
Pencil the first weekend in October into your diaries.
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EDUCATION

With the complications associated with the renovations, there were slightly
fewer opportunities to deliver training in the season finished. The prospect of
getting into the new facilities, however, and designing the patrol area to the
needs of our lifesaving team, will create more opportunities for some advanced
skills courses in the coming season. I look forward to challenging our
membership to pick-up Pain Management, SMAR and IRB awards as a way or
increasing their skill sets.
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SURF SPORTS

Nick Walker | Surf Sports Team Leader

The Sunday Season
Kicking off on October 29, our youth and seniors group enjoyed a huge
season of club Sundays including all the familiar favourites – boards, irons,
swims, more swims, the ‘Mission’ long course, 2k runs, flags and beach
sprints – with a few new twists including the comeback of the club Handicap
swim which was run with great patience and good humour by Col & Joss
Pass and under the ever watchful eye of beach boss Dani Lynch. We trialled
the introduction of a warmup and surf skills session, which commenced an
hour before the main Sunday session, which attracted a small but dedicated
crew who saw great improvement through the season as a result of all the
extra hard work. We also successfully managed to ‘up our swimming’ as a
group focus during the season, and after seeing a real difference in skills and
fitness as a result, this is something we’d like to see continue!

Youth & Seniors
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SURF SPORTS

Our youth and senior crew continued their strong support of the Nippers
program throughout the season, volunteering time on Tuesday afternoons
and Sunday mornings to help develop our next crop of emerging lifesavers
at the club. We’d love to see this trend continue next season and would
encourage all youth members in particular to look for every opportunity to
work with our junior ranks – it’s a rewarding leadership and personal
development challenge and can also be a lot of fun!

Sundays and club events couldn’t have been run without the amazing
support of the water safety team, who arrived early each week to fire up the
IRB’s and jet skis, set up the buoys and stringlines with deadly accuracy, and
generally keep our water activities safely patrolled. This team was often last
to leave the club following the conclusion of Nippers each week and could
often be found washing down and packing away their craft, and hauling
anchors and chains back to storage right up to home time. To this team we
say a huge thank you, and to all club members, we would urge you to
consider what water safety role or training upskill you may like to get
involved with next season!

Youth & Seniors
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SURF SPORTS

All things Surf Craft
The formation of a new training group for Aspiring Board Paddlers saw a
fresh crop of newer paddlers invited to gain experience in a wide variety of
surf conditions, and generally enjoy the journey to greater proficiency and
fitness – we had a lot of fun learning to quickly and safely negotiate the
break, punch out into the onshore wind and waves (which were relentless
this season), and finally catch those elusive runners and waves back to
shore.Meanwhile Head Board Coach Dean Symmans took the Competition
Board Paddlers (aka ‘the frothers’) through their paces twice a week, as kept
the group as fit, tuned into the ocean, and race crafty as ever.

All the training on our aging board fleet had Board Captain Greg Pepall
patching, sealing and grinding away in his garage all year, and on the
lookout for apprentices too – board repairers or chefs he didn’t mind which!
Ski Captain Jason Bresanello was kept busy organising the brace of club surf
skis in and out of the clubhouse through the season and was once again
joined on the water by regular guest coach Brendan Downes, who managed
to impart more of his good training habits, technique tips, and teach us the
true meaning of “6 o’clock start … on the water!”

Our boaties meanwhile navigated
the various storage challenges
served up during the season with
typical ingenuity and team spirit –
typified by the efforts of Boatie of
the Year Lawrence Cuthbert and
Boat Captain Jeff Medcalf – and
despite a quieter than normal
competition season still managed
to keep three crews on the water to
compete with honours for Albany
in the annual Surf Craft Challenge. 

Youth & Seniors
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SURF SPORTS

Some of the other highlights in the youth seniors season included: 

Season Opener! 
Kelvin Ridgway got busy with his lathe over the off season, unveiling some
brand new perpetual surf ski trophies for the Surf Craft Challenge at the
season opening sundowner at Woodlands Distillery.

A day out in Denmark
After a busy January dominated by challenging conditions at Middleton
Beach, a small representative group made the short trek out to Ocean
Beach in support of the Nippers state champs qualifier event, hosted by
Denmark SLSC and also attended by Esperance. Surf conditions were big
and lively, with strong currents and swell creating challenges for nippers and
water safety alike, and our youth and seniors given a stern test when given
the opportunity to try the main break. A lot of competitive fun was had with
a focus on team events, with carnival goers invited back to Denmark’s
clubrooms to wrap the day up – a great way to renew and cement
friendships with our south coast neighbours.

Youth & Seniors
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SURF SPORTS

Smith Thornton Swim 
Perfect conditions were enjoyed for the annual club ‘swim off’ this year, which
saw a very even spread of swimmers compete from across our different age
groups and a group completing the Sunday swim-run-board-run event as a
warmup! A great course was put in place on the day by Cam Martin
traversing the full extent of Ellen Cove outside the swim net, with first across
the line Christine Murray – in devastating form ahead of her Rottnest Channel
Swim – followed by Collin Pass, who was clearly showing the benefits of a
daily dip in the harbour!

Division Champion

Open Champion Female Christine Murray

Open Champion Male Collin Pass

Youth Champion Female Liesel Freebury

Youth Champion Male Oliver Pass

Smith Thornton Swim Perpetual Trophy 

Youth & Seniors
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SURF SPORTS

Ocean Swims
We had another big year of participation from Albany club members in open
water classics Rottnest Channel Swim, Busselton Jetty Swim, and Lake
Argyle Swim, rounded out by local events the New Years Eve Swim, Harbour
Swim and Denmark Ocean Mile.

BB Minicrete Run
A strong field turned out for the annual long beach run this year, with life
member and seniors competition sponsor Perdie Beebe starting the 4km
race in warm conditions and competitors still dripping after the Sunday club
swim. Bringing the Nipper group into the event for new 1km and 2km
distances again proved a popular move.

Division Champion

Open Champion Female Dannika Barras

Open Champion Male Nick Walker

Youth Champion Female Kesia Kelleher-Bird

Youth Champion Male Oliver Pass

U14 Champion Female Sophia Riddell

U14 Champion Male Jesiah Bresanello

U15 Champion Female Julia Liitiaeinen

U15 Champion Male Jordan Berkelaar

BB Minicrete Run Perpetual Trophy

Youth & Seniors
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SURF SPORTS
Youth & Seniors
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SURF SPORTS

Club Championships
It was a big showing from our youthies at the annual conclusion of our
competitive Sunday program, completing a very full program consisting of
2km run, sprint, flags, swim, board and ironman events. Water safety, setup
and official crews were thanked for their contributions on the day, and senior
waterman Greg Pepall got a special shout out for jumping in where the other
seniors feared to tread.

Division Champion Runner Up

U14 Female Sophia Riddell

U14 Male Mitchell Eley Jesiah Bresanello

U15 Female Chloe Harding

U15 Male Oliver Pass William Schupp

U17 Female Liesel Freebury Kesia Kellerher-Bird

U17 Male Hamish Bowles Oliver Pass

U19 Female Chelsea Sobik

Club Champions

Youth & Seniors
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SURF SPORTS
Youth & Seniors
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SURF SPORTS
Youth & Seniors

27



SURF SPORTS

Budget Cup
A brand-new team event heralded the official close of the youth seniors
Sunday campaign and welcomed the club’s newest sponsor of both the
lifesaving division and surf boats to the club. Using the unique carnival
format of a ‘Lifesaver Relay’, two giant teams composed of surf boat crews,
surf skis, board paddlers, swimmers and runners battled against each other
in a friendly but competitive romp, which emphasised the need for
teamwork and all round participation. We are already looking forward to
next year’s event!

Youth & Seniors
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SURF SPORTS

Division Champion Runner Up

U14 Female Sophia Riddell Taliah Bennett-Norman

U14 Male Jesiah Bresanello Mitchell Eley-Woodhouse

U15 Female Julia Liitiaeinen Lilly Fiegert 

U15 Male Jordan Berkelaar Peri Wood

U17 Female Liesel Freebury Kesia Kellerher-Bird

U17 Male Oliver Pass Hamish Bowles

U19 Female Chelsea Sobik Devon Proudfoot 

U19 Male Angus Bowles 

Open Female Rachel Bresanello Christine Murray

Open Male Nick Walker Greg Pepall

Season Points Champions

Female Male

Youth Champion Sophia Riddell Robbie Mongahan

Budget Youth Encouragement Award

Youth & Seniors
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SURF SPORTS

CARNIVAL SEASON!
The Country Champs were held on Sunday 3 March 2024 at Sorrento and
saw Albany’s team give it their all against clubs from right across the state,
entering in just about every event possible and managing to finish in third
place overall with 277 points behind only Bunbury and Secret Harbour.
Huge effort guys!

Youth & Senior Team: Jesiah Bresanello, Julia Liitiaeinen, Hamish Bowles,
Angus Bowles, Rachel Bresanello, Jason Bresanello, Nick Walker.
Water Safety: Tom Bowles, Devon Proudfoot. 
Team Managers: Sarah Bowles, Irene Liitiaeinen.

Youth & Seniors
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SURF SPORTS

EVENT GROUP PLACE NAME

2km Run Open F 1st Rachel Bresanello

Open M 3rd Nick Walker

U19 1st Angus Bowles

U17 2nd Hamish Bowles

U15 2nd Julia Liitiaeinen

Flags Open 2nd Angus Bowles

U17 3rd Hamish Bowles

Beach Sprint Open 1st Angus Bowles

U15 2nd Julia Liitiaeinen

Beach Sprint
Relay

Open Mixed 2nd

Angus Bowles
Rachel Bresanello
Julia Liitiaeinen
Nick Walker

Board Race Open F 2nd Rachel Bresanello

U15 2nd Julia Liitiaeinen

U14 2nd Jesiah Bresanello

Single Ski Open M 3rd Nick Walker

Open F 2nd Rachel Bresanello

U17 3rd Hamish Bowles

Ironman U14 3rd Jesiah Bresanello

Ironwoman Open 2nd Rachel Bresanello

Surf Race Open F 3rd Rachel Bresanello

Open M 2nd Angus Bowles

U15 3rd Julia Liitiaeinen

Taplin Relay Open Mixed 3rd
Angus Bowles,
Rachel Bresanello &
Nick Walker

Youth & Seniors
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SURF SPORTS

2024 WA Surf Life Saving Championships – Beach
Results   2km Run u/19 – 2nd Angus Bowles

WA Masters Championships 
Our masters team backed up their big day on the beach at the Country
Champs with a respectable 11th position overall (93 points) at the Masters
Champs held on Monday 4 March 2024 at Sorrento. 

Team: Sally Moir, Beth Hearle, Lisa Symmans, Rachel Bresanello, Nick Walker,
Jason Bresanello, Greg Pepall.

Some noteworthy performances in the mens arena came from our board
relay team, who managed to beat out a lot of the big paddling clubs
including Trigg Island, Sorrento and Secret Harbour on the way to finishing
2nd behind ex-Albany teammate Adam Cousins and his new Scarboro crew!
The Taplin team relay seemed only to benefit from the worsening wind and
surf conditions, and the hours of battling onshore blows at ‘Midds soon
came to the fore as Greg Pepall found ‘wave of the day’ to put the team into
medal winning contention, picking up third place after Bresa’s swim and
Nick’s ski.

Youth & Seniors
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SURF SPORTS

EVENT PLACE NAME

2km Run 2nd Rachel Bresanello

2nd Jason Bresanello

Flags 3rd Greg Pepall

Board Rescue 3rd Lisa Symmans & Rachel Bresanello

1st Sally Moir & Beth Hearle

Board Race 2nd Jason Bresanello

1st Sally Moir

1st Lisa Symmans

Board Relay 2nd
Jason Bresanello
Nick Walker
Greg Pepall

1st
Lisa Symmans, Sally Moir, Beth
Hearle

Single Ski 2nd Nick Walker

Ski Relay 2nd Nick Walker & Jason Bresanello

Surf Relay 1st
Lisa Symmans, Sally Moir, Beth
Hearle

Ironman 2nd Jason Bresanello

Surf Race 2nd Jason Bresanello

1st Lisa Symmans

1st Sally Moir

Taplin Relay 3rd
Greg Pepall (Board), Nick Walker
(Ski), Jason Bresanello (Swim)

Taplin Relay 3rd
Sally Moir (Board), Rachel
Bresanello (Ski), Beth Hearle (Swim)

The Albany ladies team dominated their end of the beach, menacing the other
clubs with their combination of experience, extreme fitness and skill. Eligible
for many of the 170+ yr divisions but lacking direct competition in that age
group, the girls had to compete down against younger competitors most of
the day, however still managing to have it mostly their way with the addition of
all-rounder Rachel Bresanello to the established trio of Sally, Beth & Lisa
adding some extra punch particularly through the surf ski legs.

Youth & Seniors
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SURF SPORTS
Youth & Seniors

34



SURF SPORTS

As we close another season chapter crammed full of great fun, challenges
and reward, we quickly turn our attention toward the upcoming 24/25
program and some exciting opportunities coming out of the club
redevelopment and strategic plan review and look forward to the continued
growth and development of everything surf sports and Albany SLSC.

See you on the beach!

Youth & Seniors
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

Female Male

U14 Champion Sophia Riddell Jesiah Bresanello

Runner Up Taliah Bennett-Norman Mitchell Eley-Woodhouse

U15 Champion Julia Liitiaeinen Jordan Berkelaar

Runner Up Lilly Fiegert Peri Wood

U17 Champion Liesel Freebury Oliver Pass

Runner Up Kesia Kelleher-Bird Hamish Bowles

U19 Champion Chelsea Sobik Angus Bowles

Runner Up Devon Proudfoot N/A

Open Champion Rachel Bresanello Nick Walker

Runner Up Christine Murrray Greg Pepall

ASLSC Youth and Seniors
Season Points Champions and Runner Ups
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SURF SPORTS

NEW YEARS EVE SWIM
Over 120 swimmers took part in our annual swim held at Middleton Beach to
mark the end of the calender year – an impressive turnout considering the
less than ideal ocean conditions! With strong onshore winds prompting a
‘go, no go’ swim-through the day before by race organisers, swimmers
arriving at the beach were faced by the prospect of a tough day at the office
and a possible reduction in race distances.

Once competitors braved the foamy waters however, and approached the
deep water start line, they found themselves in the middle of a surprisingly
fun swim, requiring them to battle the head on wind chop running hard
down from the point, pick their way across the current to the northern-most
turning can, all before entering the final section of wave running
rollercoasters and following seas all the way to the final turn… then rinse and
repeat!

With dark rain clouds looming large on the horizon a prize giving ceremony
was quickly carried out, and thanks to the fast talking efforts of Race
Director Rob Mason and AV technical services of Carl Richardson aka the
Pres, we got through this mostly dry. The water safety team put in yet
another faultless performance led by the fearless IRB driver and crew
combos, RWC ‘Top Gun’ jet ski academy, specialist big wave rescue board
crew, and the day-early course setting services of one Jim Morcom. 

Regional Events
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SURF SPORTS

Results

Distance GROUP Time NAME

500m Open F 09:50.1 Eliza Kavanagh

Open M 09:21.9 Liam Guthrie

500m Youth F 08:50.9 Kaia Molone

Youth M 08:55.6 Jack Rowe

1.5km Open F 28:59.0 Amy Felton 

Open F (W) 27:04.3 Dana Neumann 

Open M 24.31.3 Josh Ellett

1.5km Youth F 29.01.1 Sophia Riddell

Youth M 37:03.4 Pablo (Paul) Sleeman 

3.0km Open F 45:24.41         Emma Warburton

Open M 36:04.6 Adam Sudlow 

Newcomer to the Middleton swim scene Eliza Kavanagh made waves in the
500m open female swim, just managing to squeeze out new clubbie Helen
Morris. Local swimmer Liam Guthrie was fastest among the open 500m
males, and in the youth division Coogee Beach’s Kaia Moloney took out the
top female prize, closely followed by best placed male finisher and Mt Barker
local, Jack Rowe.

First female over the line in the 1.5km race and overall winner of the wetsuit
division was Albany SLSC’s Dana Neumann in a blistering time of 27:04.3,
who was closely followed by training partner and super-fish Kylie Outhwaite
in 27:14.2. Club legend Beth Hearle (29:00.2) only just missed out on the open
women’s title by the narrowest of margins, losing out to Scarboro’s Amy
Felton in 28:59.0 by only a second – what a finish! A minute behind and not
far off the podium, powerhouse pair Lisa Symmans and Sally Moir would
finish the race strongly, and round out a club field which also included
Caroline Tompkin, Jenny Jay, Ava Marmion and Joslyn Pass.

Regional Events
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Visitor Josh Ellett proved too strong in the men’s 1.5km division, beating out
a determined local crop led by Dana protégé Ken Willis, and our very own Oli
Pass – who sensibly opted against the gruelling 3km distance and inevitable
swim off against father Col in favour of a future jetty swim showdown –
along with clubbies Carl Richardson, Peter Gray and Jeff Morris. Albany SLSC
was again well represented in the youth 1.5km category, with winner Sophia
Riddell finishing clear of Nipper Mahayla Smithers, and Jordan Berkelaar
finishing second to Denmark’s Pablo Sleeman.

Bunbury’s Emma Warburton was able to elude a fast-finishing Coco
Smargiassi by a mere 9 seconds in the 4 lap, 3km race – a great battle fought
over 45 exhausting minutes, which saw the pair stray no further than 50m
from each other the whole race – and was trailed by strong swims from
Albany’s Dannika Barras, Chris Ficko, Kirsten O’Brien and new clubbie
convert Claire Boujos.

In the men’s 3km, Adam Sudlow from North Coast Swim Club blew the rest
of the field away and set a new course record (36:04.6), managing to average
an incredible 1:12/100m pace in those conditions!! Notable performances also
came from second placed overall Alex Gunnell, beating out local watermen
Craig Fuller and in-form clubbie Collin Pass, as well as club friends and local
ocean swimming stalwarts Mark Zafir, Adrian Nicoll, and Bruce Wilson. Club
youthie Mitchell Loverock got a special shout out on the day, completing the
swim with great perseverance and good humour – Mitch also holding the
honour of being the youngest finisher of the 3km course!

Regional Events
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Category Place Time Name

Open F 1st 52:25 Rebekah Weller 

Open M 1st 45:36 Max Coten 

ALBANY HARBOUR SWIM
Swimmers, volunteers and water safety teams were treated to almost
perfect conditions for the Easter long weekend event this year, which saw a
big field of entrants and some fast-finishing times. 111 solo, 10 duo and 4
quad teams completed the annual crossing, with defending men’s
champion Max Coten recording the quickest time since the course changed
direction in 2014 (narrowly missing out on the record set in 2013 by Paul
Laver by a mere 12 seconds!), and Rebekah Weller, winner of multiple
harbour swim crowns dating back to 2017, crossing the line second overall in
another standout performance.  Event coordinator Simon Smith was
extremely thankful to the big group of volunteer clubbies, long running
event sponsors, and host of community partners.

Results

Regional Events
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Category Place Time Name

Open F 7th 1:09:04 Beth Hearle

Open M 6th 1:01:30 Angus Bowles

Open M 8th 1:03:11 Keiron Benson 

Open F (W) 3rd 1:08:23 Dana Neumann

A big contingent of Albany club swimmers again took part this year,
representing in every age division and team configuration.  On a day
attracting swimmers and visitors from right across the Great Southern,
Perth metropolitan and South West regions, it was great to see this turnout
in support of the event and its key missives to promote the sport of ocean
swimming, and recognise the greater contribution of surf lifesaving to the
broader community.
Congratulations to the following top ten solo finishers from Albany SLSC:

With thanks to
Event Partners

Albany Sea Rescue
St John Ambulance

Princess Royal
Sailing Club 

State Emergency
Service 

Hazbeanz 

Regional Events
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SURF SPORTS

SURF CRAFT CHALLENGE
The 2024 Surf Craft Challenge was one for the ages!Records tumbled as we
recorded the highest ever number of surf ski entrants, fastest ever ski paddle
(and overall fastest course time), and the largest field of surf boats in the
event’s history – a full 10 more boats more than our previous best! In total we
welcomed almost 300 competitors to our shores to take part in the event,
travelling in from all corners of the state including Esperance, Denmark,
Bunbury, Busselton, the entire length of Perth’s metropolitan coastline, and
one crew even making it all the way from Dampier to row on a borrowed
boat from Albany! Our famous club hospitality was on display and enjoyed
by all who attended, with the long weekend event proving another great
success for everyone involved. Club volunteers, sponsors and event partners
received many thanks for their hard work and support, with the continued
growth in the event and youth participation numbers great signs of both
the future health of lifesaving and surf craft racing in WA.

With thanks to our Event Hub
Partner

  Community Bank Albany

Regional Events
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SURF SPORTS

Race conditions varied wildly on the day from fast downwind runners across
the Harbour – fuelled by a NW stormfront hitting the startline and quickly
rendering distant targets Quaranup and the Cheynes wreck nearly invisible
from view – to the sunshine laden flat-water expanses of Middleton Beach
and near-serene Ellen Cove finish line. The many moods and faces of the
southern ocean coastline was on full display, and on hand to capture all the
race action and stunning natural beauty of the course was the club’s own
pro snapper Lee Griffith – check out the photo reel on Lee’s website if you
get a chance!

Regional Events
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Albany clubbies acquitted themselves admirably in the highly competitive
field, and none moreso than first and third placing crews in the 160+yrs
masters female surf boats division – congratulations to the Wedgetails and
Fat Gannets!  Overall the day however belonged to North Cottesloe SLSC,
taking both Whale Tail trophies back up the highway to Perth for yet
another year, and also welcoming their u/23 male surf boat team to the
winners list, setting a cracking race time that would have had most open
teams worried! City of Perth, Mullaloo and Cottesloe all featured heavily on
the podium across both surf boat and surf ski divisions, with City of Perth
Ironman Harry Hewitt having a day out to remember, setting a new course
record in the open surf ski, and backing up to win the men’s open 2km dash
for cash. Harry was overheard recommending the ‘Ridge Walk in a day’ as an
ideal race preparation … one to remember for next year.

The event saw club and community members volunteer across a huge
variety of roles, from Race Timing, Recording, Results & Presentations,
Briefings, Registrations, Approvals, First Aid, Water Safety, Course Setup,
Catering, Merchandise, Social Media, Traffic Wardens, Beach Setup and
Venue Management to name a few! A grant received from Albany
Community Bank helped enormously in the creation of an all-weather event
hub at Middelton Beach, which set the scene for hot food, coffee and a big
presentations featuring prizes sponsored by Bennett Paddles, Woodlands
Distillery, Dolphin Lodge, Big 4 Holiday Park Middleton Beach, Helen
Marshall Family Law, Great Southern Specialist Centre, Three Anchors, and
Mr John Banks. The running of the event was further made possible by
contributions from a number of local delivery partners, including 

Sea Rescue, Albany Advertiser, Albany Boat
Shed, and our very own Donna Cameron’s
DC Design. Albany SLSC also
acknowledged the support received from
Southern Ports, Department of Transport,
and City of Albany through the event
planning and approvals stages.

Regional Events
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EVENT/SPONSOR 1
ST

 PLACE 2
ND

 PLACE 3
RD

 PLACE

MR JOHN BANKS

NAME: North Cott FONC NAME: Stormbringers NAME: Mal's Mongrels

CLUB: North Cottesloe CLUB: Mullaloo CLUB: City of Perth

TIME: 1:02:46 TIME: 1:04:14 TIME: 1:05:31

GREAT SOUTHERN 

SPECIALIST CENTRE

NAME: North Cott Impact NAME: City Sunrise NAME: Sorrento Genesis

CLUB: North Cottesloe CLUB: City of Perth CLUB: Sorrento

TIME: 1:07:25 TIME: 1:10:22 TIME: 1:11:17

NAME: Albany Wedgetails NAME: Swanny Donkeys NAME: Fat Gannets

CLUB: Albany CLUB: Swanbourne-Nedlands CLUB: Albany

TIME: 1:14:32 TIME: 1:16:08 TIME: 1:17:00

NAME: Mermaids NAME: Usain Boat NAME: Slay Onions

CLUB: Mullaloo CLUB: Mullaloo CLUB: Secret Harbour

TIME: 1:15:45 TIME: 1:20:52 TIME: 1:31:34

NAME: City Black NAME: Cottesloe Muppets NAME: Quinns Flashers

CLUB: City of Perth CLUB: Cottesloe CLUB: Quinns Mindarie

TIME: 1:04:14 TIME: 1:06:29 TIME: 1:08:44

NAME: The Moose NAME: Cottesloe Cleaners NAME: Secret Strokers

CLUB: North Cottesloe CLUB: Cottesloe CLUB: Secret Harbour

TIME: 1:03:35 TIME: 1:15:00 TIME: 1:18:42

NAME: Harry Hewitt NAME: Stephan Weyers NAME: Simon Doger de Speville

TIME: 0:55:23 TIME: 0:56:42 TIME: 0:58:05

NAME: Ross Lewin NAME: Ken Ringrose NAME: Lindsay Wiland 

TIME: 1:05:06 TIME: 1:08:26 TIME: 1:10:43

NAME: Sasha Small NAME: Alasdair Marsden NAME: Kaleb Knoetze

TIME: 1:03:27 TIME: 1:06:06 TIME: 1:15:05

NAME: Nicole Jahn NAME: Bethany Bamforth NAME: Meghann Tysoe

TIME: 1:10:06 TIME: 1:20:17 TIME: 1:25:15

NAME: Sarah Gregson NAME: Tracey Bartlett NAME: Jenny Taylor

TIME: 1:27:03 TIME:1:36:15 TIME: 1:43:22

NAME: NAME: NAME:

TIME: TIME: TIME:

TEAM: Sprint Finish TEAM: NC Blue TEAM: NC Marsden

NAME: Connor Jacob + Maynard Gray NAME: Brendan Downes + Beau Jacob NAME: Alexander  + Hugo Marsden

TIME: 0:55:37 TIME: 1:00:06 TIME: 1:08:06

TEAM: Finnabelle TEAM: Bresanello TEAM: Gargoyles

NAME: Finn Caruana + Belle McBennett NAME: Jason + Rachel Bresanello NAME: Leia Gall + Andrew Doyle

TIME: 0:56:46 TIME: 0:58:05 TIME: 1:00:13

NAME: Harry Hewitt NAME: Jack Grand NAME: Steven Parker

NAME: Celina Meyer NAME: Freya Walsh NAME: Rachel Bresanello

NAME: Anthony McEwan NAME: Alex Marsden NAME:

NAME: Kristy Orchard NAME: NAME:

NAME: Hugo Marsden NAME: Xavier McEwan NAME: Arthur Ketteringham

NAME: Georgia Skilton NAME: Tamara Miller NAME:

NAME: Elijah Caruana NAME: Finn Barratt NAME: Alistair Marsden

NAME: Grace Simmonds NAME: NAME:
2km Run U/19 Women

DOLPHIN LODGE

Open Double Ski

Mixed Double Ski

THREE ANCHORS

2km Run Open Men

2km Run Open Women

2km Run 50+ Men

2km Run 50+ Women

2km Run U/13 Boys

2km Run U/13 Girls

2km Run U/19 Men

COMMUNITY BANK ALBANY

Boats 160+ Women

WHALE TAIL TROPHY

Boats Open Men

WHALE TAIL TROPHY

Boats Open Women

MARSHALL FAMILY LAW

Skis U/19 Women

Boats U/23 Women

BIG 4 HOLIDAY PARK MIDDLETON BEACH

Boats 160+ Men

Boats U/23 Men

WOODLANDS DISTILLERY 

Skis Open Men

Skis 55+ Men

Skis U/19 Men

BENNETT PADDLES

Skis Open Women

Skis 55+ Women
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BOARDS

Greg Pepall | Board Captain

This season we were lucky to have the use of the clubrooms including hot
showers for most of the year. Looking forward to our upgraded rooms! 

Training
2023/24 was a great season that saw many clubbies getting involved in
training. Tuesday sessions went well and once again youth assistants were the
backbone to support the AGM’s.

Deano’s training sessions were so popular, another board training group was
formed by Jason Bresanello and Nick Walker to accommodate the “aspiring”
board crew.  This group showed all round amazing improvements as the
season progressed. Many kilometres were paddled over the season by all crew.
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BOARDS

The Season started with the Bremer Bay Bash, and we saw plenty of action
with a heap of nippers, youth and seniors having a go in the most extreme
offshore winds at Blossoms.
As usual the Bremer Bay Caravan Park was a buzz with family action. 
What a great way to meet, introduce and get along with like-minded clubby
crew! 
Competition outside Albany was held in Denmark and Sorrento Beach where
nippers, juniors, youth and seniors all competed in some fantastic conditions to
bring home a bag load of medals!
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BOARDS

Board Acquisition and Repairs
This season there was only the acquisition of 4 new rescue boards.
Once we have upgraded club rooms there will be scope to purchase new
equipment as storage will be a lot easier, safer and therefore less damage will
occur.
The push will always be to urge ongoing club members to purchase their own
equipment. Resale is not too difficult as new members are always looking for
cheaper equipment. There are numerous channels including Facebook pages
to monitor equipment for sale. 
By the end of the season there was numerous board damages ranging from
small cracks to larger ones like a crushed nose, rail damage, fin replacements
and replacement knee pads. Ongoing repairs will be tackled as the off season
progresses.

Board Storage 
Those who were allocated boards last season and could take care of them did
so, all season. This includes Nippers boards, Senior boards and even Rescue
boards. Many still have boards in their possession.
This will continue until we have our new club rooms accessible.
We also have a trailer full of junior/senior boards which ideally should be
bought down to the 24/25 season Sunday’s club day by anyone who can
organise this. This would entail someone being able to store the board trailer
under cover until access our new club is available.
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SURF BOATS

Jeff Medcalf | Surf Boat Captain

My report this year is only that it has been a very quiet season for boats. Due to
several factors, we were unable to send any crews to the competitions. After
the huge season last year, with our successes at States and Nationals and the
addition of a new boat to the fleet, it has certainly been a very quiet time.

On the positive side, camaraderie is strong within the boaties and we have
been filling seats all season to keep the boats on the water and we have a
couple of new faces in the boatie arena whom we hope will join us for the
coming season. 

Full credit to Lawrence Cuthbert, Boatie Of The Year, who has been invaluable
in keeping communication and support going while things have been a bit
tricky with the clubhouse. We're looking forward to the completion of the
renovations, which will enable us to design a new-look boat shed and facilities
and to finally get our whole fleet in on place and under cover. The prospect of
having the generous sponsorship of Budget makes the future all the more
tantalising, knowing that we will be able to maintain the momentum we have
created in keeping our equipment maintained and as current as most other
clubs in WA.
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SURF SPORTS

Jane Levett | Woodside Nippers Coordinator

Over the 2023/24 season a total of 160 Nippers were registered to participate
in the Woodside Nippers Activity program. Over the season 14 sessions were
held at Middleton Beach. Additional events at the Rainbow Coast Carnival in
Bremer Bay and the Great Southern Regional Qualifier at Ocean Beach in
Denmark were also attended by ASLSC Nippers.
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SURF SPORTS

ASLSC Nippers had a strong and dedicated group of Age Group Managers
(AGM’s), with the exception of the U13 group. Kylie Severin, Collin Pass,
Hamish Bowles and Liesel Freebury all stepped in at times to assist in the
direction of the U13 group and their contributions are greatly appreciated.

AGM’s and Age Group Assistants for the season are as follows:

Woodside Nippers 
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SURF SPORTS

All of the Age Group Managers have completed the preliminary
qualifications to attain the Age Group Managers Award, the Child Safe and
AGM online components. Observations have been completed and
submitted for the following Age Group Managers in order for them to
receive their full AGM Award:

Kellie Loverock
Greg Freebury
Pete Gray

Thanks to Jackie Riddle, one of our AGM Mentors for the time taken to
complete the observations and paperwork.

SEASON
Firstly, a huge thank you must go out to our Nipper sponsor Albany
Community Pharmacy 777 and to all the amazing volunteers that make the
nipper program possible AGM, AGM assistants, Water Safety, Officials and
Youth Officials, Canteen and BBQ Helpers, Parents and every single person
that made the Woodside Nippers 2023/2024 season what it was. 

Swimming training started with Helen on Friday morning at ALAC, we didn’t
continue swim training into the second half of the season. The small number
of nippers that attended these sessions saw great improvement in their
swimming ability.

The proficiency swim at ALAC kicked off 2023/24 activities, our amazing AGM
and helpers assessed the swimming abilities of the Nippers to ensure that
they passed the appropriate age group proficiency swim before hitting the
surf. 

Woodside Nippers 
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SURF SPORTS

Our 1st day on the beach was a classic Albany day overcast, a little rain and a
little chilly. We had an amazing day of orientation where the nippers and
their parents had a tour around the club with all the volunteers in their
specialities explaining what happens to the nippers and their parents.

The Annual Rainbow Coast Carnival in Bremer Bay was again a highlight of
the season. It is great to see all the families attending this as we continue to
form friendships with competitors from our closet clubs. Unfortunately, the
trophy was again won by Esperance, but great competition and the different
conditions was a great experience for both new and old nippers.

Christmas came to Middleton Beach we had Christmas tree decorations,
Candy Cane flags, Christmas Decoration sorting and Dressing Santa on the
pontoon were all the activities that we had for our Christmas Fun Day and
also a visit from the Father Christmas to spread the festive cheer and give all
the kids some lollies. 

Woodside Nippers 
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SURF SPORTS

A huge thank you to all the volunteers who helped with set up and pack up,
officiating, our Age Group Managers and assistant’s, water safety, running
results, and totalling up all the points.

Congratulations to our season points winners. Points are collected for
Sunday attendance, and for events on specific Points Days over the season.

Our winners and runners up this year are:

Woodside Nippers 

56



SURF SPORTS

Congratulations to our Age Group Manager award winners for the season.
The AGM award goes to an individual who displays great sportsmanship,
always gives activities a go, and shows good club person qualities - helping
out, shows respect, commitment and acts safely.

Woodside Nippers 
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SURF SPORTS

Nippers Club Championships
The Woodside Nipper Club Champions Day were held on Sunday the 18th of
February and the schedule was BIG – beach run, flags, sprints, surf, board
and iron man - and the conditions were tricky – windy and choppy. Most of
our Woodside Nippers participated in all events. The good sportsmanship,
determination, persistence and effort on show was amazing.

Results for the day are below:

Woodside Nippers 
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Great Southern Regional Qualifiers 
Nearly 50 ASLSC Woodside Nipper members from U6 and U7 to U13 age
groups participated in beach and surf events on Saturday 20th January. For
our U10 to U13 Nippers the carnival was a chance to qualify for the State
Champs in Perth at the end of the season.

Challenging ocean conditions greeted our competitors in the water arenas,
with rips, sandbanks, currents and big sets. Our U8 and U9’s had a tough
time in Water Arena 2, but all emerged smiling, some having been delivered
to shore on the jet ski. In Water Arena 1 the string line appeared to be miles
out, but our nippers faced the challenge head on. 

Woodside Nippers 
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A total of 13 individual ASLSC qualified for one or more beach or surf events
at States, either as an individual or team event. Will Severin was awarded a
travel subsidy to assist in costs associated with travel to the SunSmartWA
Nipper Champs. Well done to all Nippers who competed at the Regional
Championships and congratulation to those who qualified. 
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SURF SPORTS

SunSmartWA Nipper Champs – Beach and Surf
The Nipper State Championships were again held over two weekends. The
SunSmartWA Nipper Champs – Beach events were conducted at Sorrento
Beach on Saturday the 2nd of March and Maggie Stephens and Will
Severine represented ASLSC against the best nippers in the state.

Maggie finished 16th out of a field of 35 in the U11 Female 1km Beach Run,
finished 6th in her Beach Sprint heat – narrowly missing the finals and made
it down to the last 5 in her Beach Flags heat.

Will finished 5th in a field of 21 U13 Male 1km Beach Run and made it through
the Beach Flags heats to the final before getting knocked out in 9th
position.

Well done to Maggie and Will – the competition at States is fierce and you
represented ASLSC with pride.

Woodside Nippers 
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Kate Levett, Maggie Stephens and Skye Ford represented ASLSC at the
SunSmartWA Nipper Champs – Surf on Saturday the 9th and Sunday the 10th
of March at Trigg Beach.

Challenging conditions faced our Woodside Nippers on the Saturday, a big
swell, decent south – southeasterly winds and some interesting rips tested our
three very resilient competitors – the girls looked strong and were well
prepared thanks to the time and dedication of the Tuesday Training and
Sunday Nippers teams of Age Group managers, assistants, coaches and the
girls age group peers. The conditions were slightly better on the Sunday for the
final of the U11 Iron Woman, with an offshore breeze and more moderate swell.
All three girls competed in the board race, Kate and Skye competed in the Iron
Woman, and Kate and Maggie teamed up for the U11 board rescue.

Skye finished 4th in the Board final, Kate finished 5th in the Iron Woman final
and 13th in the board final. Great results for a small team!

Many ASLSC competitors who qualified did not make it to the States events,
either due to illness, an inability to travel, or an inability to travel to Perth two
weekends in a row.

Woodside Nippers 

62



Female Male

U13 Champion Mahayla Smithers Will Severin

Runner Up Ava Chitty Flynn Griffith

U12 Champion Amaya Sepkus Malachi Bresanello

Runner Up Vela Little Zachary Riddell

U11 Champion Kate Levett Beau Wiseman

Runner Up Maggie Stephens Greg Wise

U10 Champion Poppy Slater Elijah Bresanello

Runner Up Arden Little Darcy Griffith

U9 Champion Charlotte Wise Archie Severin

Runner Up Indi Wiseman Sonny Rowles

U8 Champion Demi Stenhouse Daniel Bresanello

Runner Up April Simpson Stephen Small

Nipper Season Champions & Runners Up

SURF SPORTS
Woodside Nippers 
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Female Male

U13 Keira Marshall Lincon Wiseman

U12 Meeya Pountney Ethan Laing

U11 Kate Robinson Alex Jefferies

U10 Josie Barras Elliot Smith

U9 Lily Taylor Campbell Bailey

U8 Aila Michael Jimmy Scott

U7 Isla Burling Hunter Simpson

Nipper Age Group Manager Award

SURF SPORTS
Woodside Nippers 
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

Anna Emery | Director

It's been a short and somewhat disruptive 2023/2024 season with the Club’s
redevelopment. However, this did not stop our members from enjoying a great
season on the beach competing, patrolling and volunteering. We have also
honoured some great club members for their contributions and successes
over the season through our Nippers, Youth and Senior Windups/Awards. We
had two finalists for the SLSWA Youth and Nipper Awards, a Gold Level Youth
Leader and a SLSWA Nipper of the Year Winner! SLSWA Awards of Excellence
was held on 15 June and we had two very deserving finalists. Below is a little
snapshot of our members awesome achievements over the 2023/2024 season. 

2024 SLSWA Youth and Nipper Awards
2024 Nipper & Youth Awards was presented by the Scottish Masonic Charitable
Foundation of Western Australia. In the Nipper categories, regional
representation was strong, with Albany SLSC’s Mahayla Smithers named
Nipper of the Year. 
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

2024 SLSWA Awards of Excellence
Congratulations to Greg and Rob on being announced as finalists in the 2024
SLSWA Awards of Excellence held at Crown.

Greg Freebury – Age Manager of the Year
Rob Mason – Volunteer of the Year

Fourteen Albany Clubbies
travelled up to support and
celebrate with them at the
Awards. Unfortunately,
they did not bring home
the win but being a state
finalist is a very special
achievement and we all
know how amazing they
are and they know how
much we value their
incredible volunteer
contributions to our club
and community!

A dedicated Nipper with expectational surf awareness, Mahayla was
recognised for her active engagement in safety discussions and promotion
of SunSmart practices, as well as for being a member of her club’s surf sports
team, regularly attending carnivals where she is a great supporter of her
fellow competitors, displaying integrity and fantastic sportsmanship.
Congratulations also to:
Hamish – Youth Club Achiever
William – Finalist U14/15 Lifesaver of the Year
Liesel – Gold Level Youth Leaders Program
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

Hadn and Jann Hood 
Youth Lifesaver of the Year  

Hamish Bowles

Ray and Doreen Kelly 
Lifesaver of the Year  

Rachel Duffield 

Tony Bush 
Boat Perpetual Trophy

Lawrence Cuthbert

ASLSC Education
and Training Award

Cameron Martin 

Terry Engledow 
Endeavour Award

Nick Walker

ASLSC Most Improved 
Surf Sports 

Chelsea Sobik 

David Smith Memorial Trophy 
Club Person of the Year

Rob Mason

ASLSC Club Awards 
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CLUB REDEVELOPMENT

Rob Mason | Club Building Expansion Project Lead

We have had substantial progress with this project since last year’s report.
Thanks to a further injection of funds required to match the builder’s quote,
construction is now well under way! 

Smith Construction was awarded the contract in late 2023 and have been
onsite since February 2024. The project now has a budget of over $3m and we
are extremely grateful to our funding bodies and partners:

The Western Australian Government who contributed an extra $500,000 to
take their total funding to $2.1m
Lotterywest with $704,000
City of Albany who contributed an extra $50,000 to take their cash
contribution to $350,000 plus, in-kind support including managing the
project on our behalf
Jack Family Trust have committed to $150,000 towards the fitout of the
new building
Ourselves, Albany Surf Life Saving Club also committed an extra $50,000 -
taking our contribution to $200,000.

As all members will be aware, this project has been underway for many years
in one form or another. It is pleasing that all the effort made has now borne
fruit and we are very excited to see the build underway. The Project Team is
very grateful for the efforts of many members during the partial move out last
year and the full move out early this year – many thanks!
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CLUB REDEVELOPMENT

The upgraded building will certainly enhance everything that we do, and I
expect, provide substantial benefits for the broader community. Again, my
thanks to all those members who participated in the various workshops and
provided valuable advice along the way. There will be some further
opportunities to contribute when we come to the fitout.

Completion of the building is due by the end of the calendar year unless we
are hit with delays, which is always possible. Following this, we will then fit the
club out with a new AV system, canteen equipment, new office, community
room and storage for all areas of the building. We will certainly be in by the
2025/26 season, but hopefully we might be operating from our upgraded club
building towards the end of this coming 2024/25 season. Stay tuned!
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FINANCE REPORT

Robert Field | Finance Director

I am pleased to present the 2023-2024 Financial Statements for the Albany
Surf Life Saving Club. The ASLSC has not had access to our clubhouse for most
of the last season which has impacted our revenue from the canteen, bar and
venue hire. We also reduced the membership fees by 50% for the season since
members didn’t have access to the clubhouse. The redevelopment has
commenced and we have paid our $150 000 contribution to the City of Albany. 
We have made a loss of $177 056 for the financial year to 31st March 2024. This
includes the $150 000 payment for the redevelopment. So, in effect our trading
loss was only $27 056.

I would like to thank Simone Klose for her role as our Administrator at the club.
Simone has been very professional and diligent, and I would like to thank her
for her work. The teams who ran the canteen and events have excelled and all
have contributed to the financial viability of the surf club, well done and thank
you.

A review of the Financial Statements offers the following: 
The club has produced a net loss this season
We have paid our $150 000 contribution for the new clubhouse
redevelopment 
Our cash reserves have reduced due to the club redevelopment

I would like to thank our sponsors, donators and those people & business who
donated in kind services throughout the year. Without the help of these our
club would not be in the great position we are in right now.

I would like to thank the team at Smith Thornton, with special mention to
Barbara Biggs & Lauren Batten for their contribution to ensuring our financials
and accounting are up to date.

We are looking forward to the new clubhouse and the coming season where
we will have a clubhouse to bring us together and build for the future with
exciting times ahead.
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FINANCE REPORT

Robert Field | Finance Director

ALBANY SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB
57 657 202 934

FINANCIAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED

31 MARCH 2024

Liability limited by a scheme approved under
Professional Standards Legislation
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9th July 2024

The Committee of Management
Albany Surf Life Saving Club Inc 
PO Box 585
ALBANY   WA   6331

By Email Only: finance@albanysurfclub.com.au

Dear Committee,

Pursuant to Section 60.40 of the 
Australian Charities and Not For Profits Commission Act 2012.

In relation to the audit for the year ended 31 March 2024, I declare that, to the best of my knowledge and 
belief, there have been no contraventions of the audit independence requirements of:

1. The Australian Charities and Not For Profits Commission Act 2012.or 
2. The Accounting Professional and Ethical Standards Board.
3. Any applicable code of professional conduct.

This Declaration is made in respect of Albany Surf Life Saving Club Inc during the period 
of the audit.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Gilbert FCPA MBA
Registered Company Auditor
Macleod Corporation Pty Ltd
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To: The Members of Albany Surf Life Saving Club Inc

Report on the Financial Report
We have audited the accompanying financial report of Albany Surf Life Saving Club Inc which 
comprises the Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2024, the Profit and Loss Statement for the year 
then ended and notes comprising a summary of significant accounting policies, other explanatory 
information, and the statement by committee members.

In our opinion the financial report of Albany Surf Life Saving Club Inc has been prepared in 
accordance with Division 60 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission (ACNC) 
Act 2012, including:

(a) giving a true and fair view of the Service financial position as at 31 March 2024, and of its 
financial performance for the year then ended; and

(b) complying with Australian Accounting Standards, and Division 60 the Australian Charities 
and Not-for-profits Commission Regulation 2013.

Basis of Opinion
We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our responsibilities under those 

report. We are independent of the service in accordance with the ethical requirements of the Accounting Professional 

our audit of the financial report in Australia. We have also fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with 
the Code.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.

Emphasis of Matter - Basis of Accounting
We draw attention to Note 1 to the financial report, the financial report has been prepared for the purpose of fulfilling 

-for-Profits Commission Act 2012 
and Associations Incorporation Act 2015. As a result, the financial report may not be suitable for another purpose. In 
particular we note that the building lease has not been capitalised and the value of volunteer services have not been 
recognised. Our opinion is not modified in respect of this matter.

Emphasis of Matter Accounting for Cash Receipts
As is common for organisations of this type, it is not practicable for Albany Surf Life Saving Club Inc to maintain an 
effective system of internal control over monies received, until their initial entry in the accounting records. 
Accordingly, our audit in relation to this income was limited to amounts recorded in the accounting records. Our 
opinion is not modified in respect of this matter.

Emphasis of Matter Attendance at Stock Take
It is not practicable for us to attend the stock take count as at year end in order to verify the existence and valuation 
of the stock record. Accordingly, our audit in relation to this inventory was limited to amounts recorded in the 
accounting records Our opinion is not modified in respect of this matter.

Responsibility of the Management for the Financial Report
Management of the service are responsible for the preparation of the financial report that gives a true and fair view in 
accordance with the requirements of Australian Accounting Standards, the ACNC Act and the needs of the members. 
Managements responsibility also includes such internal control as management determine is necessary to enable 
the preparation of a financial report that gives a true and fair view and is free from material misstatement, whether 
due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial report, management are responsible for assessing the Club ability to continue as a going 
concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters relating to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting 
unless management either intend to liquidate the Club or to cease operations, or have no realistic alternative but to 
do so. Management are responsible for overseeing the s financial reporting process.
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Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is free from material 

assurance is a high level of assurance but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with the 
Australian Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise 
from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected 
to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of the financial report.

As part of an audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards, we exercise professional judgement and 
maintain professional scepticism throughout the audit. We also:

design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and 
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from 
fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, 
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.

appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
s internal control.

related disclosures made by management.

Club s use of the going concern basis of accounting and, based on the 
audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may cast 
significant doubt on the service

if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence 
service to 

cease to continue as a going concern.

whether the financial report represents the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair 
presentation.

We communicate with Management regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit and 
significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit.

Report on Other Legal and Regulatory Requirements
In accordance with the requirements of section 60-30 of the ACNC Act.  We are satisfied that:

a) we have received all information, explanation and assistance necessary for the conduct of the audit.
b) management has kept financial records sufficient to enable a special purpose financial report to be 
prepared and audited.
c) management has kept other records as required by the ACNC Act.  

Paul Gilbert FCPA MBA
Macleod Corporation Pty Ltd

Dated this 11th day of July 2024



SLSWA CAMPS

TOAD Camp

T.O.A.D. (Teamwork, Opportunities and Development) Camp is a development
program open to U14 & U15 youth members. The camp is designed to expose
participants to a variety of skills and activities that will enhance and encourage
their development within our organisation. This year it was held in the SLSWA
Development Centre in Margaret River and a few of our clubbies had the
opportunity to attend.

William Schupp clubbie shares his experience...

We arrived at the South West Development Centre (SWDC) with our hopes
high. We were all excited for the week that was TOAD. Monday was mostly a
get to know you day. We had an amazing dinner of pasta, salad, and choc
brownies with ice cream. We then did our Radio Operators Certificate theory.

Tuesday was great with coasteering and a beach day. Costeering (which is
when you climb along rocks and then jump off said rocks), was an amazing
experience. The sun was beating down on the SWDC as we prepared for our
Skits. That night we were joined by two new members of the SLSWA board, as
well as representatives of the Scottish Masonic Charitable Foundation of WA
(SMCFWA). Dinner that evening was roast chicken, roast vegetables, and apple
crumble with custard. That night was our Radio Operators Certificate Practical.

Wednesday began with our team sports competition. We competed against
other teams to gain the most points in teamwork activities. Then we set off to
Dunsborough and Next Level Monkey Business. Now, I’m not a big fan of
heights, but Next Level Monkey 
Business was quite fun. When we 
got home, we packed and had our 
dinner which was lasagne, salad, 
and sticky date pudding with ice
cream. That night we presented our 
skits. My group (Team 2) came last 
in the skit competition, but we won
 the previously mentioned activity
 competition.
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SLSWA CAMPS

TOAD Camp

TOAD was a great experience. Thanks to SLSWA for organising the event. To
the SMCFWA, for sponsoring this camp, Rise Up, and SLSWA youth. To Dave,
Maddie, and Charlie for organising the camp. To Ian, Sheridan, Daniel, and Kate
for volunteering your time to take us on this camp.  To Team 2 (especially Kate,
our group leader) for all the memories we made. To Stirling, Ash, Elliot, Byron,
Kaden, Lucas, and Angus (Dorm 3), for keeping me up every night. Finally, to
everyone at ASLSC for giving me the opportunity to do this camp. Thank you.
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SLSWA CAMPS

Rise-Up Camp

Rise-Up Camp caters for U17 youth members (those aged 15 and 16-years). This
camp provides an opportunity for members to participate in a wide range of
physical and social activities that will develop personal leadership skills. This
year it was held in the SLSWA Development Centre in Margaret River and a
few of our clubbies had the opportunity to attend.

Liesel Freebury U17 clubbie shares her experience...
For me, Rise Up Camp was a truly one-of-a-kind experience and I am extremely
grateful that I was given the opportunity, along with fellow youth members
Ashton Sobik, Mitchell Loverock and Oliver Pass, to attend the four day camp.

This year the camp was hosted in the brand new surf life saving South West
Development Centre located in Margaret River. We spent majority of the camp
adventuring out into surrounding cliffs, beaches and landscapes taking part in
all kinds of activities. Some of my favourite moments from these adventures
included abseiling down a phenomenal 40-metre seaside cliff with the lovely
view of dolphins and natural coastline, hiking 8 kilometres along the cape to
cape trail, and navigating ocean currents and rocky coastline from in the water.
I also enjoyed myself back at the main camp, where I was able to complete a
first aid refresher course, engage in many sporting and team building activities
as well as socialise with new found friends. 

This camp reminded me of how lucky I am to be a part of our amazing surf
club community and just how lovely the people in our community can be. I will
forever be grateful for and cherish the opportunity I was given to meet so
many amazing people from all different clubs and I couldn’t recommend this
camp to anyone else enough. 
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SLSWA CAMPS

Rise-Up Camp

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our clubs sponsors for
making this camp possible, Surf Life Saving WA’s sponsors and the many
volunteers both in our club and across WA that make amazing experiences like
this one possible. Finally, I want to thank Joslyn Pass (youth coordinator) and
Dani Lynch (youth AGM) for all the effort and work they do for us.

A big thank you to ASLSC sponsors John & Janet Inglis for their support to send
young members to valued Youth Development Programs.

62

108



OUR VISION
Saving lives,
developing our
people and
community 

OUR VALUES

OUR PURPOSE
The Albany Surf Life Saving Club develops our people and community by

providing a safe environment, and an exceptional level of volunteer service in 

lifesaving, training and education, surf sport, youth and nipper programs.

www.albanysurfclub.com.au

Safety – Our Club strives to keep everyone safe in the water, on the beach and in the clubhouse. We
have a strong culture of safety, take responsibility and act when needed.

Respect – Respect for each other and our Club starts with us all. We value and respect our people, 
facilities and equipment. 
Inclusion – Our Club is enriched when we welcome people from diverse backgrounds and abilities. 
Differences are respected and engagement encouraged.
Contribution – We are a Club driven by volunteers. We value and encourage all contributions to our 
Club, to lifesaving and to our community.
Teamwork – Teamwork and communication strengthens our people, our Club and our community.

Family Focused – Our Club provides opportunities for all our members and their families.

STRATEGIC PLAN
(JULY 2024 - JUNE 2028)



We provide a high standard of
lifesaving services for our
community via our skilled and
competent members.
Through:
•Fostering entry pathways into SLS
•Build capacity in our SLS Team
•SLS Education & Training
•SLS Service Development

Measures of Success:
•Meet agreed State SLS standards
•Patrols meeting agreed standards
•Meet Education and Training targets

We are an inclusive, family friendly Club
with committed and engaged Members.
Through:
•
•Membership recruitment & support
•Foundational Nippers Program
•

Fostering integration across the Club

•Active Surf Sports Program
•Volunteer Recruitment & Retention
• Volunteer Recognition

Measures of Success:
•Active volunteer numbers
•Increased and active members
•Member satisfaction
• Retention rates

We foster positive and respectful
relationships with Middleton Beach users,
the Albany community and the SLS sector.
Through:
•Middleton Beach users partnerships
•Active community connections
•Strong SLS sector engagement

Measures of Success:
•Access and use of our community spaces
•Diversity in community users
• SLS alliances and collaborations

We ensure the long term
sustainability of our Club through strong
governance and sound management.
Through:
• Best Practice Governance
•Comprehensive Risk Management
•Effective Facility Management
•Sound Financial Management
•Effective Communication

Measures of Success:
•Meeting governance compliance
•Financial & operational viability
•Engaged membership

Targetted Youth & Senior Program

3.OUR PEOPLE

1.LIFE SAVING SERVICES

4.COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

2.OUR CLUBOUR PILLARS

STRATEGIC PLAN
(FINAL MAY 2024)



Albany Surf Life Saving Club
4 Flinders Parade, Middleton Beach

Western Australia 6330
Affiliated with Surf Life Saving Western Australia


